
*THE LONG TABLE PAYS REFERENCE TO PERFORMANCE ARTIST
LOIS WEAVER WHO DEVELOPED THE FORMAT FOR A MORE INCLUSIVE 
VERSION OF THE ROUND TABLE, OR A DINNER PARTY WHERE 
CONVERSATION IS THE ONLY COURSE. 
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Abstract:

As the environmental crisis becomes a more mainstream concern,
what to do to address it becomes a more heated debate. On the whole 
people agree with the notion of sustainability or being more ecologically 
minded but how to do this, what to do, the scale of change is where 
things become more complicated. At the recent COP26 conference
in Glasgow, leaders from across the world paid lip service to meeting
net zero targets but there was a lack of real commitment to change. 
Largely because addressing environmental concerns come upsharply 
against the dominant economic system we live in: capitalism.

CARE-FULL ECOLOGIESCARE-FULL ECOLOGIES

“We need to question the cultural philosophical 
armature from which design practice emerges – 
patriarchal capitalist modernity”

(Escobar, 2018: 3)



Abstract:

Shifting to ecological thinking and being is about recognising our 
relationships between one another and the world around us. It critiques 
the idea that nature is simply a resource of humankind to exploit. In doing 
so it challenges ideas about power, belonging, responsibility. Crucially it 
raises questions about care. How do we care for the world around us?

“On the most general level, we suggest that caring be 
viewed as a species activity that includes everything 
that we do to maintain, continue, and repair our ‘world’ 
so that we can live in it as wellas possible. That world 
includes our bodies, our selves, and our environment, 
all of which we seek to interweave ina complex, 
life-sustaining web.”

(Fisher, Bernice, and Tronto. “Toward a Feminist Theory of Care.” In Circles of Care: Work and 
Identity in Women’s Lives, edited by Emily K. Abel and Margaret K. Nelson. State University of 
New York Press, 1990)
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Resources:

This call to arms highlights succinctly the issues in current approaches to sustainability in fashion:
Fletcher, K. & Tham, M. Earth Logic https://earthlogic.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Earth- 
Logic-E-version.pdf

A useful book full of short chapters on key issues:
See Library Catalogue for Degrowth: A Vocabulary for a New Era D'Alisa, Giacomo [editor.]; Demaria, Federico 
[editor.]; Kallis, Giorgos [editor.]

An engaging podcast on fashion, sustainability and colonialism:
For the Wild: Healing the fashion industrial complex 
https://forthewild.world/podcast-transcripts/shamira-covington-on-healing-the-fashion-industrial-complex-26
5

On Radical Care. How care is being used in this current moment and why it is important.
https://read.dukeupress.edu/social-text/article/38/1%20(142)/ 
1/160171/Radical-CareSurvival-Strategies-for-Uncertain
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Aperitif:
- How do you feel about the current ecological crisis? 
- Does it effect your life? How? Why not?

PROMPTS:

Starter:
- Do you see any changes which help create a 
more ecological world?
- What do you think is being sustained by these? 
- Who is included in shaping what a more 
ecological future could be?

Main:
- What do you really care about?
- What would you like to change? How could you do that?
- How can we care for others? 
- What do you understand by the term agency?
- Do you feel you have agency?

Desert:
- What would a more ecologically safe world look like?
- What would we eat? Wear?
- How would we communicate?
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