
*THE LONG TABLE PAYS REFERENCE TO PERFORMANCE ARTIST
LOIS WEAVER WHO DEVELOPED THE FORMAT FOR A MORE INCLUSIVE 
VERSION OF THE ROUND TABLE, OR A DINNER PARTY WHERE 
CONVERSATION IS THE ONLY COURSE. 
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Abstract:

As the lines between our physical and digital lives continue to blur even 
further and we’re provided with opportunities like entering the metaverse, 
our society has become totally algorithmic. Most of us who have access 
to technology could not imagine a day or probably even an hour without 
it. We interact with algorithms more than we interact with other people 
and perhaps even ourselves.
 These algorithms are presented to us with a promise of 
efficiency, productivity and convenience, but why do we actually need 
this? At what consequence does this come and for who? We are told that 
these algorithms are totally neutral, objective and make decisions fairer. 
However, the world is not objective or neutral, we all have different 
identities, lived experiences and needs. When we look at who these 
algorithms are being funded and built by, we should ask ourselves 
whether they have our best interests at heart...
 So, how can we learn more about the algorithms we interact 
with daily and how can we reimagine them to better serve the people 
whose lives they impact?
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Bio:

Kes Inkersole (She/Her) is Founder of LATENT SPACE, a 
platform exploring the creative potential of AI, positive and 
negative. Kes also works as Community Manager in the 
Web3 space for Protein DAO and is currently studying for an 
MA in Internet Equalities. She is concerned with the 
inequalities and biases embedded in the internet - 
analysing them and dreaming of ways to dismantle them 
and work towards more equitable and comfortable digital 
futures. Her most recent project, PRO(TECH)T, is a feminist 
chatbot and collaborative manifesto, reimagining safer 
digital spaces. Her practice varies from AI image generation, 
graphic design, illustration and creative coding - all heavily 
reliant on qualitative research.

Instagram: @kesinkersole @latent___space

Resources:

[Documentary Film] Coded Bias directed by 
Shalini Kantayya - currently on UK Netflix
A really good and digestible introduction into AI 
bias and how marginalised communities suffer 
daily from this algorithmic oppression.

[Project Archive] Cyberfeminism Index
An archive of cyberfeminist projects aiming to 
build more intersectional and equitable digital 
spaces.

[Podcast] Why the Metaverse must be stopped
An interesting podcast providing a sceptical 
perspective towards the metaverse and how it 
could be damaging for people.
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Aperitif:
- What is an algorithm?
- What algorithms do you interact with everyday?
   What algorithms have you interacted with today?
   Can you see them? What do they look like?
   How do they appear?
- What do we know about how they made?
   How they work? Who build them?
   Who funds them?

Starter:
- What’s the problem with algorithms?
- Have you had any personal experiences?
- How do they cause inequality and oppression?
- Who is in control of them?
- Who do they include? Who do they exclude?
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PROMPTS:

Main:
- Be the algorithm - imaging your ideal algorithm
- What would you want your algorithm to look like?
   What would you want it to see? 
   What would you want it to do?
   Who would you want it to prioritise?
- How could we have more control
   over algorithms?
   What control would you want to have?
   How much control should we have?

Desert:
- If you could redesign the internet,what would you do?
- What would you want to teach your    younger self as they 
venture intodigital worlds?
- Do you think we could ever go backto a society without 
algorithms?
- What would this look like?
- How would we get there?
- What would happen next?
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